Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia and cardiopulmonary bypass: perioperative argatroban use.
Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT), a serious complication of heparin therapy, mandates heparin cessation and alternative anticoagulation. We report a patient with a history of HIT who successfully underwent cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB) using short-term reexposure to heparin and perioperative therapy with argatroban. No bleeding complications or HIT-related problems occurred. The pharmacokinetics of argatroban, especially its hepatic rather than renal elimination, makes it the drug of choice for some HIT patients in whom other alternative anticoagulants (eg, danaparoid and hirudin) are less well suited. Because of interference with the international normalized ratio (INR), switching from argatroban to oral anticoagulants is not straightforward.